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Ne XXVI I I. 


DRAMATIC CENSOR ; 
MONTHLY EPITOME 


_ Taſte, Faſhion, and Manners. 


"ComPRIzING, in the form of a Journal, 4 Complete His- 

_ tory of the Stage, under the ſeveral heads of. Strzeures on the 
Plays repreſented each night at both Theatres—Remarks on the 
- merits ot the Performers—0bſervations on the Scenery, Drefies, 
and Decorations - Diſquiſitions into the prelervation or viola 
ation of coſtume, hiſtoric truth. and all other objects connected 


. 


with Dramatic compoſition. | | 
As likewiſe .a , Monthly Retroſpet of the FASHION ABLY 
WoRLD, embracing all faſhionable and leading topics, con- 
nected with TasTE,  LiTERATURE, and -REFINEMENT, 

Dramatic and Literary Intelligence, Original Poetry, &c. 

I be whole forming a complete Epitome of the Times, and 
erxhibiting a juſt tranſcript of the actual Drama of Human Life, 
zs repreſented on the 1 of Human Action; on era, 
but bold and in dependant principles. 1 


101 0069: 25105 Thy T. DUE TON; As M 
Author of The Literary Census; Pizarro, with NoTES; The 
+. APPARITION OF ZORQASTER.-:.and, Tranſlator of N1icoLa1's cele- 


-1 >  "brated Satirical Romance, entitled SEBALDUS NOTHANKER. 
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- mined adverſaries. 


ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


N the preſent abje& ſtate of degeneracy, into which tbe national drama hag 
unfortunately fallen, the propriety, and indeed neceſſity, of ereQing a 
critical tribunal for the reformation ot the Stage, will be diſputed by no lover 
of legitimate drama, and unvitiated taſte, The nature of the evil demands a 
remedy, which ſhall meet the complaint in its fulleſt extent. This the 
Proprietors of the DRAMATIC CENSOR, and MonTHLY EPI TOM of 
Taſte, Faſhion, and Manners, flatter themſelves, they have provided in the 
Work they now recommend, of which Two Volumes having already appear. 
ed with increaſing reputation, the Work may be conſidered as permanently 
eſtabliſhed. Having embarked in the arduous undertaking, not from motives 
of ſpeculative emolument, but from a firm conviction of the utility of their 
plan, it is their fixed, irrevocable determination ſcrupulouſly to adhere to the 
principles on which they originally ſet out. Theſe are, ſtrict impartiality, 
and undeyzating critical integrity. They will neither ſacrifice to perſonal 
friendſhip, nor to pique. -+ Truth is, and ſhall remain, the ſole object of their 
views. They will ſpeak with freedom, alike when the duties of their office 
call for cenſure, or for praiſe. And, though they ever muſt feel reluctant 
when compelled to wound; they will perform this part of their cenſorial 
function with the conſcientious feelings of a humane ſurgeon, who probes a 
| fore, not for the pot of inflicting pain, but as the neceſſary preliminary 
of a cure. If any individual ſhould at any time conceive himſelf ' aggrieved, 
The DRAuATIC CENSOR ſhall always be open to him for redreſs. Re- 
monſtrances drawn up with temper, and duly accredited with the writer's 
name, ſhall ever meet with proper attention, and even inſertion, if the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe ſhould ſo require. And on no occaſion, when it ſhall 
be proved, that we have erred in our judgment; will the Editor, on his part, 
be backward to acknowledge himſelf in the wrong. #1 
As it is a leading feature in our plan to emancipate the Stage from the 
trammels of venality, The DRA ATI CENSOR will not fail to impoſe a 
ſalutary reſtraint upon the wantonneſs and tyranny of the Neus-papers. In 
this view a free expoſure will be made of the zncapactty and profizgacy of our 


diurual prints. We ſhall with pleaſure ſtep forward as the advocate and 
champion of every performer, whoſe character and merits hall be , unjuſt] 


attacked by theſe = 247 afſaſſins. In us they will meet with bed and deter- 
e know their power, and their malice—the former we 
defpiſe ; aud ſhall not neglect to thwart the latter. CEQ + 

To give tae greater earneſt of impartial conduct, and that the Public may 
have a ſtricter tie upon our integrity, the Editor of The DRA MATIC Ge xe 
SOR diſdains to ſhroud either his weakneſs or his violence, under the ſafe, 
guard of anonymous publication. He has boldly avowed his name, and truſts 
for his defence to the ſeven-fold ſhield of conſcious integrity and inward ap- 
proval. This procedure, he is well aware, is contrary to the eſtabliſhed 
etiquette of writers engaged in the critical department of literature; but when- 
ever cuſtom militates with principle, he never can prevail upon himſelf to make 
a ſacrifice of rectitude to routine and form. 

For the ſame reaſons, which induce the Editor to avow himſelf, it is ex- 
pected that all remonſtrances or communications of a perſonal nature, ſent by 
correſpondents for inſertion, ſhould be certified with the writer's name. On 
no other terms can their favours (articles of 2 intelligence are here 
excepted) be admitted into this work, as it is the determination of the Pro- 
prietors of The Dxamartic CENSOR not to itnitate the example of co- tem · 
porary periodical publications, by impoſing on the reader a ſeries of vamped- 
up compilations, and manufactured letters, written by themſelves, as genuine 
and original correſpondence. | 5 

The Firft and Second Volumes of the DAM ATI CEnsOR being now 
completed, the Work may be had, either in ſeparate Numbers, or in 
Boards, price Seven Shillings each pgs plying to the Publiſhers, 

J. Roacu, Ruflei-Court, Drury-Lane; and C. CHAT PLE, 66, Pall Mall. 
1 Printed by J. Roach, Ruſſel- Court. WS, | 


